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SONIAN INSTITUTION 


^ (U 

. 94-i ■ M^[ 


TES NATIONAL MUSEUM 


February 14, 1950 


x^r. CaseyTTOoa: 


Dear Doctor Wood 


In reply to your letter of Jantiary 26, when I had the Rabie’ paintings 
here I made a careful list of my identifications together with a transcript of 
what was written on the reverse of each sheet, accompanied occasionally by a 
few comments of my own where these were necessary. I am, therefore, in good 
situation to write an account of this collection and although your letter came 
only three days ago I have it now more than hal.f complete. It will probably 
print four or five pages, perhaps a little more. I thought that I would 
submit with it the photographs of three or foiir of the more interesting plates. 

I had these made while the book was in my possession so that I can do this 
easily. 

I believe that I shsill submit this to the Atik as the best medium for 
publication. I do not know the status of that periodical and so cannot say 
when it will appear. 

I agree with you fully that the work is important and should be 
placed on record where it can be available to others interested. I am de¬ 
lighted that you have agreed with me that the book is worthy of inclusion in 
your library. 

With regard to Rabie ^ find mention of him in Moreau de Saint-Mery's 
Description de la Partie Francaise I'Isle Saint-Domingue, Volume 1, 1797, 
pages 550, 557, and 424 where thereis verification of the statement in the 
volume of drawings that he was the Chief %gineer of the northern section of 
the Island. His name is given as the one responsible for plans for a fountain 
in Cap-Haltien and some other similar construction. The earliest reference 
dates back to 1754. He did not begin his painting until 1770 and 177jy so that 
apparently this was a pastime of his later years 2- f kctX^BT 

i/AAjbooP ^4- >) ' 

' I hope sincerely that you do get across to the International Congress 
in Amsterday. I am planning as definitely as I may to be there. 

With kind regards, I am 

^ Sincerely yours, 


A. Wetmore, 
Assistant Secretary 




















SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 
UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM 


WASHINGTON, D. C 


February 14, 19S0 


Dr. Casey Wood, 

American Express Co., 

38 Piazza di Spa^a 
Rome, Italy. 

Dear Doctor Wood; 


In reply to your letter of January 26, when I had the Rabie’ paintingi 
here I made a careful list of my identifications together with a transcript of 
what was written on the reverse of each sheet, accompanied occasionally by a 
few comments of my own where these were necessary. I am, therefore, in good 
situation to write an account of this collection and although your letter came 
only three days ago I have it now more than hal.f complete. It will probably 
print four or five pages, perhaps a little more,. I thoiJght that I would 
submit with it the photographs of three or four of the more interesting plates. 

I had these made while the book was in my possession so that I can do this 
easily. 

I believe that I shall submit this to the Axik as the best medium for 
publication. I do not know the status of that periodical and so cannot say 
when it will appear. 


I agree with you fully that the work is important and should be 
placed on record where it can be available to others interested. I am de¬ 
lighted that you have agreed with me that the book is worthy of inclusion in 
your library. 

?iflth regard to Rabie ^ find mention of him in Moreau de Saint-Mery's 
Description de la Partie Francaise I’Isle Saint-Domingue, Volume 1, 1797, 
pages 550, 537, and 424 where theieis verification of the statement in the 
volume of drawings that he was the Chief %gineer of the northern section of 
the Island. His name is given as the one responsible for plans for a fountain 
in Cap-Haltien and some other similar construction. The earliest reference 
dates back to 1754. He did not begin his painting until 1770 and 1773^ so that 
apparently this was a pastime of his later years ? f 

I 'O 6 ^ ^ ’ 

' I hope sincerely that you do get across to the International Congress 
in Amsterday. I am planning as definitely as I may to be there. 

With kind regards, I am 

^ Sincerely yours, 


A. Wetmore, 
Assistant Secretary 



































[From ‘The Auk/ Vol. XLVII, No. 4, October, 1930.] 


THE RABIE PAINTINGS OF HAITIAN BIRDS. 


BY ALEXANDER WETMORE. 
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THE RABIE PAINTINGS OF HAITIAN BIRDS. 

BY ALEXANDER WETMORE. 

Plates XIX-XXII. 

The Blacker Library of McGill University, through the interest 
of Dr. Casey Wood, has recently acquired a series of water color 
paintings depicting the flora and fauna of Haiti, made in the latter 
part of the eighteenth century by M. de Rabi^, which are of 
considerable interest to ornithologists because of their early record 
of a considerable number of the interesting birds of the Haitian 
Republic. The drawings in question were sent to me for examina¬ 
tion a short time ago through the courtesy of the firm of Wheldon 
and Wesley of London, to assist in my studies of historical records 
pertaining to Hispaniola. The notes made on the birds are here 
published at the request of Dr. Wood who has desired that the 
ornithological data in this unique and hitherto unknown set of 
Americana be placed definitely on record where it might be readily 
available to those interested. 

The series of paintings which includes fruits and vegetables of 
various kinds, insects, fishes, crustaceans, and mollusks, as well 
as birds, is at present bound in four volumes of which one is 
devoted to birds. According to an inscription in the front it is 
devoted to a “Collection des oiseaux de St. Domingue peints 
d’apres nature par M^. de Rabi^, marshal de camp, ing^nieur en 
chef de la partie du nord de St. Domingue, mort k Paris, en 1785.” 
The drawings of birds are marked in most cases as made “ au Cap,” 
which would signify Cap-Haitien, except one which is labeled 
Fort Dauphin, and are dated from December 29, 1773 to August 
19, 1784. Apparently the interest of Rabi4 in this work was 
aroused in 1771 during a sea journey, since some of his fishes are 
dated for that year. Apparently he was long resident in the 
French colony of Haiti since Moreau de Saint-M^ry in the first 
volume of his Description, etc., “de la Partie Francaise de ITsle 
Saint-Domingue,” published in 1797 (p. 330) has an account of 
Cap-Haitien in which he describes an elaborate fountain con¬ 
structed in 1769 under the direction of “M. Rabi^, ing^nieur.” 
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In another place (p. 337) he notes a doorway to a church, completed 
in 1774 sur les plans & la direction de M. Rabi^, mort 

ing^nieur en chef de la Partie du Nord” and further (p. 424) 
records a structure begun in September, 1752, under plans prepared 

by Rabi€. It appears that Rabi^ was long associated with the 
colony. 

The fifty-eight plates devoted to birds are bound in a volume 
103 ^ by 121^ inches, the binding being old with a sticker on the 
inside of the front cover that reads: 


Aux deux creoles 

Rue du Faub. St. Honors, No. 60 . 

De La Rue, Rapetier. 

Fabrique toutes sortes de Registres & Portfeu. 
Fourniture de Bureaux 

Tient tout ce qui k rapport au Dessin k la Pein- 
k Paris. 


ome of the paintings had become frayed at the edges before 
mding and have had the margins trimmed. In its presen 
arrangement the drawings have been renumbered, and when 

rill ‘'"T this has beer 

Th w entu-e wording has been preserved 

. ® the majority being natural size, are shown in life-lik( 
attitudes in many cases with a landscape background. Though 

f^^ r*hem are excellent both in 

LTnli^tL ""f the island are 

fno 371 tb mentioned a Herring Gull 

(no 37) the only record of this species for the island, a peculiar 

Goatsucker, cubanenais ekmani (no. 14) whfch was 

not descnbed scientifically until 1929, and the Diablotin (no 42) 
The majori y of the paintings have obviously been token flm 

.ndVrr„d["« «ties 

The following list gives the plates in order with th. • .-c 
and common names followed by a literal trlscript of the' 

™,t.„ „„ back, whe« rT„' 

explanatory statement by the present writer. ^ ^ 

Ho. .. MoUtag. Mpto. «„,.a (W). v».v„» 
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Hummingbird. —Oiseaux-mouches, mdle et femelle, leur nid, leurs oeufs, 
de grandeur naturelle. Sur une branche de cafeyer. Nest with two eggs 
of usual hummer type. 

No. 2. Anthracothorax dominicus (Linnaeus). Hispaniolan Man¬ 
go Hummingbird. —Colibris, mdle et femelle, de grandeur naturelle. 

No. 3. Columba leucocephala Linneaus. White-crowned Pigeon. 
—Ramier a t^te blanche, de saline, grandeur naturelle. Le 7 juin 1775. 

No. 4. Columba squamosa Bonnaterre. Scaled Pigeon. —Le 
Ramier, de grandeur naturelle. 

No. 6. Columba livia domestica Linnaeus. Domestic Pigeon.— 
La nonette, grandeur naturelle. (Nun with white head, tail, and ends 
of primaries.) 

No. 6. Amazona ventralis (Muller). Hispaniolan Parrot. —Le 
Perroquet, grandeur naturelle. 

Marked also no. 14 perroquet de St. Domingue grand nat. Cap le 10 
juin, 1777 Rabi6. 

No. 7. Aratinga chloroptera chloroptera (Souance). Hispaniolan 
Paroquet. —La Perruche, grandeur naturelle. 

No. 8. Todus subulatus Gray. Hispaniolan Tody. —Le Perroquet 
de terre, grandeur naturelle. Marked also no. 39, perroquet de terre, 
grand nat., au cap le—1770 Rabi4. 

No. 9. Mimus polyglottos dominicus (Linnaeus). Hispaniolan 
Mockingbird. —Le Rossignol, grandeur naturelle. 

Marked also le Rossignol grand nat. au Cap le 23 juin 1777 Rabie. 

No. 10. Petrochelidon fulva fulva (Vieillot). Hispaniolan Cliff 
Swallow.— La Petite hirondelle fauve, grandeur naturelle. 

No. 11. Phaenicophilus palmarum palmarum (Linnaeus). His¬ 
paniolan Palm Tanager.— Le Lory-diamant, grandeur naturelle. 

Marked also no. 46 le lory diamen grand nat. au cap le 26 juillet 1783. 

No. 12. Buteo jamaicensis jamaicensis (Gmelin). West-Indian 
Red-tailed Hawk. —La Buse, appelee ^ St. Domingue mal-fini k moitie 
de grandeur naturelle. Marked also, in pencil, no. 46 La buse appelee ^ 
St. Domingue mal fini Moitie de grand nat. le 28 juillet 1783. 

No. 13. Falco sparverius dominicensis Gmelin. Hispaniolan Spar¬ 
row Hawk. —Female. L’6pervier, emouchet, ou tiercelet, aux 4/3 de 
grand natur. au cap le 10 juin 1777. 

No. 14. Antrostomus cubanensis ekmani Lonnberg. Hispaniolan 
Goatsucker.— (See Plate XXII). Le Peut-on voir, ainsi nomme, parce- 
quil semble Dire Peut-on voir, quand il a chante. 

Also marked no. 53. Le peut-on voir, ainsi apelle parcequil semble dire 
peut-on voir, quand il a chant4. grand, nat. Get oiseaux vit de divers qui 
le trouve dans le Bois pourri et d’autre insecttes, au cap. Size, color of the 
back and the buff tips on the lateral rectrices indicate certainly that the 
bird represented is this form and not the Chuck-wills-widow. As noted 
previously this race was not described scientifically until 1929. 
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No. 16. Corvus palmarum palmarum Wiirttemberg. Palm Crow. 
—Le corbeau, grandeur naturelle. au cap le 10 juillet 1776—^Rabi^. Identi¬ 
fication based on size since the figure is too small for C. leucognaphalus. 

No. 16. Crotophaga ani Linnaeus. Ani.—L e Bout de tabac, grandeur 
naturelle. au cap le 7 juin 1775 Rabi6. 

No. 17. Coccyzus minor teres Peters. Mangrove Cuckoo. —Le 
taco ou pie grand, nat. le 7 juin, 1775 Rabi4. 

No. 18. Holoquiscalus niger niger (Boddaert). Hispaniolan 
Crackle. —Le merle, grandeur naturelle. 

No. 19. Chryserpes striatus (P. L. S. Muller). Hispaniolan Wood¬ 
pecker. —Le charpentier, de grandeur naturelle. au cap le 25 8bre 1775. 

No. 20. Zenaida zenaida zenaida (Bonaparte). Zenaida Dove.— 
La tourterelle, de grandeur naturelle. Le 5 juin, 1775. 

No. 21. Chamaepelia passerina insularis (Ridgway). Cuban 
Ground-dove. —L^ortolan, de grandeur naturelle. au cap le 4 juin, 1778. 
Date written in pencil and indistinct, possibly not as given. 

No. 22. Oreopeleia montana (Linnaeus). Ruddy Quail-dove.— 
La perdrix, de grandeur naturelle. fait au cap le 25 8bre 1776 Rabi6. 

No. 23. Mimocichla ardosiacea ardosiacea (Vielliot). Hispaniolan 
Thrush. —La grive, de grandeur naturelle. au cap le 28 juillet 1777, Rabi4. 

No. 24. Numida galeata Pallas. Guinea Hen. —jeune pintade, aux 
3/4 de grandeur naturelle 1775. A partly albino individual. 

No. 26. Vireo olivaceus olivaceus (Linnaeus) (= V. calidris). — 
Jamaican Vireo. —Le pierrot—quibic, grandeur naturelle. Voyer- 
baraire, au cap. 16 juin, 1783. 

No. 26. Tiaris olivacea olivacea (Linnaeus) cf*. Yellow-faced 
Grassquit. —Oiseau k Canne, grandeur naturelle au cap le 27 8bre, 1775. 

No. 27. Dendroica dominica dominica (Liimaeus). Yellow- 
throated Warbler. —Oiseau k Canne, grandeur naturelle. au cap le 
27 8bre, 1775. Rabi4. 

No. 28. Seiunis noveboracensis (Gmelin). Water-thrush. —^L^her- 
mine, oiseau k canne, grandeur natmelle. au cap le 28 8bre, 1775, Rabi4, 

No. 29. Mniotilta varia (Linnaeus). Black and White Warbler. — 
Le spectre, oiseau k canne, grandeur naturelle. au cap 13 8bre, 1775, Rabi4. 

No. 30. Dulus dominicus dominicus (Linnaeus). Palm-chat. 
L’esclave, grandeur naturelle. Fait au cap le 14 8bre, 1775, Rabi4. 

No. 31. Cairina moschata (Linnaeus). Muscovy Duck. —Le 
canard musqu4, au 1/3 de grandeur naturelle. au cap le 25 Aout, 1777, 
Rabi6. Male, partially albino, evidently a domesticated bird. 

No. 32. Dendrocygna arborea (Linnaeus). West Indian Tree-duck. 
—^Le gingeon, Rabi4. 

No. 33. Querquedula discors (Linnaeus). Blue-winged Teal. — 
La Sarcelle. 

No. 34. Phoenicopterus ruber Liimaeus. Flamingo.— Le flamand, 
ou Becharu, au 1/5 de grandeur naturelle. Also marked no. 38 fiaman ou 
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Plate XIX. 
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West Indian Grebe. 
Colytnhus dominicus dominicus. 
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Plate XX. 
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Plate XXL 



Herring Gull. 

Larus argentatus smithsonianus. 
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Plate XXII. 



Hispaniolan Goatsucker. 
Antrostomus mhanensis ekmani. 
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Becharu, peint d^apr^s nature, au cinquime de grand nat. au cap le 26 May, 
1783. Rabi6. 

No. 36. Colymbus dominicus dominicus Linnaeus. West Indian 
Grebe.— (See Plate XIX). Le Plongeon, femelle. Get oiseau a un grand 
amour pour ses petits, lorsqu411e le voir en Danger, elle les cache sous ses 
ailes et plonge avec rapidite, elle ne les abandonne m4me pas lorsqu611e es 

morte. . • r i 

As these Grebes carry their young on the back hke other species of the 

family the attempt on the part of the artist to portray what was evidently 
a habit known only from hearsay is highly amusing. 

No. 36. Ajaia ajaja (Linnaeus). Roseate Spoonbill. —La spatule, a 
moitie de grandeur naturelle. au cap le 3 juin 1783, Rabi4. 

No. 37. Lams argentatus smithsonianus Coues. Herring Gull.— 
(See Plate XXI). La mauve, au 2/3 de grandeur naturelle. au cap le 7 
Juillet, 1775. An adult bird in full adult plumage. This is the only 
record known for Hispaniola for this species. 

No. 38. (?) Thalasseus sandvicensis acuflavidus (Cabot). Prob¬ 
ably Cabot’s Tern. —La Mouette, espece de mauve, gi-andeur naturelle. 

Drawn with clear yellow bill and black legs, but otherwise with size and 
color of Cabot’s Tern. 

No. 39. PhaSthon leptums catesbyi Brandt. Yellow-billed 
Tropic-bird. —Espece de mouette, aux 3/4 de grandeur naturelle, ces 
oiseau Marche avec peine et en s’aubittant [spelhng not certain] au cap 
le 1^ May, 1784, Rabi4. 

No. 40. Pelecanus occidentalis occidentalis Linnaeus. Brown 
Pelican.— Le Pehcan, ou grand-gosier, au 1/3 de grandeur naturelle de 
Textremite du bee, k cette de la queue, 4 pieds de longeur. Au cap le 8 
aout, 1782. A bird in immature plumage. 

No. 41. Fregata magnificens Mathews. Frigate-bird. —La frigate, 
au 1/4 de grandeur naturelle, six pieds six pouces. d’envergure. Au cap 
le 29 juillet 1783. An immature bird with pure white head. 

No. 42. Pterodroma hasitata (Kuhl). Black-capped Petrel. 
(See Plate XX). Le Diablotin, au 2/3 de grandeur natureUe. au'eap le 26 
8bre, 1778, Rabi6. An excellent representation of this bird. 

No. 43. Sterna antillamm antillarum (Lesson). Least Tern.— 
L’alouette de mer, de grandeur naturelle. Au cap le 7 aout, 1783 Rabi^. 

No. 44. Jacana spinosa violacea (Cory). West Indian Jacana. 

Le chirurgien, ainsi nomme parceqiiil a deux especes de Lancette ^ 1 epaule. 

No. 46. Aramus pictus elucus Peters. Limpkin. —La poule k joly 
1/2 de grandeur naturelle. 

No. 46. Butorides virescens maculatus (Boddaert). West-Indian 
Green Heron. —Petit-crabier, espece de h4ron, aux 2/3 de grandeur natur¬ 
elle. au cap le 19 aout 1784. An immature bird. 

No. 47. Guara alba (Linnaeus). White Ibis. —Le P^cheur, 1/2 de 
grandeur naturelle. au cap le 27 May 1775, Rabi4. An immature bird 
with head and neck brown. 
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No. 48. Plegadis falcinellus falcinellus (Linnaeus). Glossy Ibis.— 
Le P^cheur, espece de courli, 1/2 de grandeur naturelle. Ilabi6 fait le 18, 
7bre 1775. An adult bird. 

No. 49. Guara alba (Linnaeus). White Ibis. —Autre PIcheur, aux 
2/3 de grandeur naturelle. ces pecheurs habitent les mangles au bord de 
la mer, et vivent de petits poissons, de crabes, et d’6crevisses. Au cap 
le 13 juillet 1783 Rabi6. A young bird barely grown, with banded bill. 

No. 50. Charadrius semipalmatus Bonaparte. Semipalmated 
Plover. —Le collier, de grandeur naturelle. Au cap le 1- aout, 1783, R—. 

No. 61. Ereunetes sp. Le marengouin, de grandeur naturelle. Aux 
cap le 29 xbre, 1773. Species not certain. 

No. 62. Himantopus mexicanus (Muller). Black-necked Stilt.— 
Le chevalier 1 /2 de grandeur naturelle. Get oiseau n’est palm4 que du coti 
des ongles exterieurs, il vit de petits poissons au fort dauphin 1- aout, 
1783. 

No. 63. Nycticorax nycticorax hoactli (Gmelin). Black-crowned 
Night Heron. —Le Crabier. An immature bird. 

No. 64. Florida caerulea caerulescens (Latham). Little Blue 
Heron. —Crabier blanc, 1 /2 de grandeur naturelle. An immature bird in 
white dress with legs dull green and indication of downy tips on feathers 
of crown. 

No. 66. Ardea herodias adoxa Oberholser. West Indian Great 
Blue Heron. —Grand crabier, dit Jacob, espece de heron au 1/3 de grandeur 
naturelle, 4 pieds, six pouces de I’extremit^ du bee a celle des pieds. Au 
cap, le 4 aout 1784 Rabi6. An immature bird. 

No. 66. Casmerodius albus egretta (Gmelin). American Egret.— 
Heron blanc, de trois pieds de haut. Also marked heron blanc de St. 
Domingue de trois pieds de haut. fait le 16 May, 1775 Rabi6. 

The bill is yellow, and the legs black. 

No. 67. Nycticorax nycticorax hoactli (Boddaert). Black-crowned 
Night Heron. —Le jacobin, 1/2 grandeur naturelle. 

No. 68. lonornis martinicus (Linnaeus). Purple Gallinule.— 
La Poule d’eau, grandeur naturelle. Also marked no. 5, Poule d'Eau de 
St. Domingue grand nat. le 28, May 1775 Rabi4. 
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